
PURPOSE 

Santa Cruz River Research Days began in 2009 with 
the goal of sharing experiences and results across 
diverse institutions and disciplines. Our program is 
designed to:   

•	 identify new research questions,

•	 expand the Santa Cruz River research community,

•	 foster awareness of each other’s research and 
conservation efforts, and

•	 catalyze new collaborative projects

2026 STEERING COMMITTEE
Sonoran Institute 
Michael T. Bogan, University of Arizona 
Ben Lomeli, Friends of the Santa Cruz River 
Tony Palmer, Tumacácori National Historical Park

With this year’s theme, A Watershed of Protection, 
we reflect on the policies, partnerships, science, and 
community leadership that safeguard the Santa Cruz River 
and its surrounding landscapes. We gather at a meaningful 
moment, celebrating conservation milestones. In Pima 
County we recognize the 25th anniversary of the Sonoran 
Desert Conservation Plan that is working to balance 
economic development with the protection of riparian areas. 
In Santa Cruz County, 27 years have passed since the 
river’s headwaters in the San Rafael Valley were protected 
with a conservation easement and a state natural area. 

Over the past quarter century, regional collaboration has 
continued to advance habitat protection, river restoration, 
cultural resource stewardship, and watershed-scale 
planning. What has worked? What are the challenges 
we now face? This year’s program highlights diverse 
accomplishments and lessons learned, demonstrating 
how collective efforts strengthen watershed resilience and 
shape a durable future for the Santa Cruz River. By coming 
together in person and virtually, in English and Spanish, we 
help unify and sustain the river community.

Powdered dancer damselfly (Argia moesta) by Julius Schlosburg

 A WATERSHED  
OF PROTECTION
APRIL 28–30, 2026  
Hybrid In-person and Virtual Event 
Pima Community College—Downtown Campus
1255 N. Stone Ave. Tucson, AZ 85709



12:30 PM Check-in and Refreshments

12:50 PM Zoom Webinar opens 

1:00 PM WELCOME

1:20 PM KEYNOTE
Supervisor Andrés Cano Pima County Board of Supervisors, District 5
Kris Gade Pima County Conservation Lands and Resources 
Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan turns 25

2:20 PM BREAK

2:30 PM Garrett Smith University of Arizona Two Unique MCDA GIS Models to Identify Areas for 
Rewilding and Conservation in an Urban River Corridor

2:50 PM Dennis Nichols and Sascha Moran University of Arizona CAPLA 
3D Modeling of the Santa Cruz River in Tucson

3:10 PM Kevin Payne Kimley-Horn 
A Process-Based Restoration Master Plan for the Effluent-Dependent Santa Cruz River

3:30 PM Nik Carlson AECOM Economic Benefit Evaluation of Santa Cruz River Restoration  

3:50 PM BREAK

4:00 PM Caylyn Rich University of Arizona 
Paving the way for participatory planning through pláticas on water insecurity

4:20 PM Melisa Bohlman and Mabel Rivera Pima County Environmental Education 
Connections to Inspire Santa Cruz River Protection

4:40 PM Melisa Bohlman Pima County Environmental Education Ms. Shirley Roman and  
Sra. Josefina Cardenas Favor Celestial 
Santa Cruz River Poetry from Barrio Kroeger Lane and Favor Celestial

5:00 PM End day 1
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all day schedule KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

KRIS GADE, PH.D.  
Pima County Department of Conservation Lands and Resources, Director

Kris Gade is the inaugural director of the Pima County Department of Conservation 
Lands and Resources. Previous to Pima County, she was the Assistant 
Administrator for Biology, Cultural Resources and Water in Environmental 
Planning at the Arizona Department of Transportation. While at ADOT, she was 
the lead biologist and eventually lead planner for the South Mountain Freeway 
project, the first ADOT project to combine consultation for natural and cultural 
resources with the Gila River Indian Community. Dr. Gade is a member of the 
Advisory Committee for the Candidate Conservation Agreement for Monarch 
Butterflies on Transportation and Energy Rights of Way, the first such agreement 
to cover the lower 48 states, and a companion agreement in development for 
bumblebees. She served as chair for several Transportation Research Board 
studies on vegetation management and wildlife connectivity. An ecologist by 
training, she has over 20 years of consulting and government work experience. 
Dr. Gade’s education includes a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Science 
(Biology Emphasis) from the University of California at Berkeley and a Ph.D. in 
Biology (Urban Ecology/Geography minor) from Arizona State University, where 
she studied ecological and social aspects of plant migration along roadways.   

SUPERVISOR ANDRÉS CANO  
Pima County Board of Supervisors, District 5

Andrés Cano is a trusted public servant with more than 15 years of experience in 
state and local government. As the Pima County Supervisor for District 5, Cano 
represents a diverse and vibrant region that includes Tucson’s midtown, downtown, 
west and south sides, and the Pascua Yaqui Nation. Born and raised in Tucson, 
Cano began his career in public service in 2012 as an aide to the late Pima County 
Supervisor Richard Elías, where he helped advance community engagement, 
environmental justice, and affordable housing initiatives. In 2018, Cano was 
elected to the Arizona House of Representatives, where he served three terms. 
During his tenure, he became a leading voice on housing affordability, health care 
access, and water security, and was ultimately elected by his colleagues to serve as 
House Minority Leader in 2022. In that role, Cano negotiated a landmark $18 billion 
bipartisan state budget in partnership with Governor Katie Hobbs, securing historic 
investments in affordable housing, health care, and water infrastructure critical to 
Arizona’s long-term future. Cano is a first-generation college graduate who earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in Broadcast Journalism from Arizona State University and a 
Master of Public Administration from the Harvard Kennedy School.



12:45 PM Quinn McElvain University of Arizona 
Accelerating Riparian Reestablishment for Key Bird Species in the Santa Cruz River

1:05 PM Michael Bogan University of Arizona Population status of native and non-native turtles 
along the effluent-dependent Santa Cruz River, AZ

1:25 PM Jules Wyman Washington University in St. Louis, Melissa Van Kleeck-Hann and  
Jennifer Becker Pima County 
Remote Bioacoustic Monitoring for Ephemeral-Water Anuran Conservation  

1:45 PM Jessica A. Moreno Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection 
Through the Levee: Monitoring the Success of Pima County’s first Wildlife Ramp

2:05 PM BREAK

2:20 PM Rocío Guzman University of Arizona Community dynamics of aquatic invertebrates in the 
Santa Cruz River at Tumacácori National Historical Park from 2012 to 2022

2:40 PM Scully Young University of Arizona Long-term aquatic invertebrate community dynamics in 
four different reaches of the Santa Cruz River in Tucson

3:00 PM Katerina Sacoman University of Arizona 
Wetland plant community dynamics in response to differing site histories and changing 
hydrological conditions along the Santa Cruz River in Tucson

3:20 PM Tony Figueroa Tucson Bird Alliance Santa Cruz Stewardship: Invasive Plant Management 

3:40 PM BREAK

3:55 PM Jacqueline Bruhn University of Arizona 
Implementing K-12 field research experiences on the Santa Cruz River with BIORETS 
teachers

4:15 PM Catherine Bartlett Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 
Spadefoot Splash: Building a Culture of Water Stewardship Through Nature Play

4:35 PM Sara Fraker, Jackie Glazier, and Yuanyuan Kay He University of Arizona 
Sonoran Rivers: A Celebration of Desert Water

4:55 PM Wrap up and reminder about field trip

afternoon schedule
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98:30 AM Check-in and Refreshments

8:50 AM Zoom Webinar opens

9:00 AM WELCOME 

Special Session: Conservation and Restoration in the San Rafael Valley

9:10 AM Carol Bonchalk Friends of San Rafael Valley Valley History and Management

9:30 AM Brian Hickerson Arizona Game and Fish Department—Virtual Presenter  
Sharp Spring Gila topminnow

9:50 AM Emily Burns and Eamon Harrity Sky Island Alliance Wildlife camera study

10:10  AM Zach Palma Sky Island Alliance Grassland restoration in Mexico

10:30 AM BREAK

10:45 AM Alejandro Corral Sonoran Institute Oso Wash: A binational opportunity to improve riparian 
conditions on both sides of the border

11:05 AM Elia M. Tapia University of Arizona/Universidad de Sonora  
From Flood Risk to Water Opportunity: Building Resilience in Ambos Nogales

11:25 AM Kevin Robles University of Arizona Quantifying and Visualizing Urban River Trash: Data 
Infrastructure from the Sonoran Institute Trash Study  

11:45 PM BREAK LUNCH
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morning schedule

                                                                              Great blue heron (Ardea herodias) by Matthew Jo
lley
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In less than a year, WIFA awarded $200 million in
grants to save 5.5 million acre-feet of water.

And that’s just the beginning.

Learn more about WIFA’s role in securing
Arizona’s water future at www.azwifa.gov

THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 SPONSORS9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Special thank you to Borderlands 
Restoration Network for the tour of 
the Borderlands Wildlife Preserve.

Join a guided hike with Borderlands Restoration Network and Sonoran Institute through the Borderlands 
Wildlife Preserve. Located just north of Patagonia, Arizona, this preserve helps protect the Sonoita Creek 
Wildlife Corridor connecting the Santa Rita Mountains with the Canelo Hills and the San Rafael Valley, 
the headwaters of the Santa Cruz River. Attendees will learn about the history of the preserve and see 
firsthand common techniques used to mitigate erosion and improve watershed health. We will be hiking 
about a 2.5-mile loop on the Smith Canyon Trail followed by by a hosted lunch. Transportation not provided.

FIELD TRIP:  
BORDERLANDS WILDLIFE PRESERVE
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Photograph by Borderlands Wildlife Preserve

https://www.borderlandswildlifepreserve.org/
https://www.borderlandswildlifepreserve.org/


We proudly support the Sonoran 
Institute’s Santa Cruz River Research 
Days.

© 2023 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. PAD106165-0264

Bringing us closer 

Creating a stronger community, together.

Cox is proud to make meaningful partnerships throughout our 
communities.

Natural. 
Beneficial. 
Functional. 

Proud Supporter
tep.com

SONORAN INSTITUTE, a non-profit organization, 
is working to make the Santa Cruz River a living, 
flowing river and the foundation of community 
health and prosperity from Mexico to Marana. 
Since 1990, the Sonoran Institute’s mission has 
been to connect people and communities with the 
natural resources that nourish and sustain them.

DONATE TO  
SONORAN  
INSTITUTE

https://www.facebook.com/sonoraninstitute/
https://www.youtube.com/SonoranInstituteFlix
https://www.instagram.com/sonoraninstitute/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sonoran-institute/
https://sonoraninstitute.bsky.social
https://www.tiktok.com/@sonoraninstitute

