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In this edition of the Sonoran Post, we make major strides towards clean, flowing rivers throughout the Colorado River Basin and work with
communities to plan and fund projects that secure a resilient water future for all. Plus, we launch a new initiative to connect a bustling
industry to acts of stewardship and philanthropy! Support resilient environments today!

GRANTING WATER SMART

In July, we partnered with Brendle Group for the third round of the Colorado Growing
Water Smart Metrics project, which aims to give communities the data and resources
needed to track and make meaningful changes to their water and land use metrics.
In Colorado, Technical Assistance grants were awarded to Summit County, Ridgeway,
and Cortez—congratulations to these communities for securing funding to invest in
their Water Smart initiatives! Funding has been secured for the California Technical
Assistance grants, thanks to San Bernadino Valley Municipal Water District. For
alumni in Ambos Nogales, Technical Assistance grant cycles are being developed and
will be available to these communities soon. Thanks to the partnerships between
Sonoran Institute, the Babbitt Center of Land and Water Policy (which is part of the
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy) and our generous sponsors, alumni communities can
put what they learn in our workshops and apply it to infrastructure projects creating
meaningful advances in the water and land use dynamics in the region. Check out
our_upcoming workshops.
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KEEP IT FLOWING, MEXICALI!

Summer temperatures for our Mexicali Staff have reached a high of 117F
and projects slow to keep us safe, but they were still able to do some
early morning stewardship. On July 4, the Mexicali Fluye project
maintained their new trees and irrigation systems in Mision del Angel.
On July 26, two Kilometers (1.2 miles) of the Hardy River were cleaned,
dredged, and flowing to reconnect this tributary to the estuary of the
Colorado River. Thanks to the work year-round in Mexicali and our local
partnerships, we project that the Colorado River will connect to the sea
for more continuous days this year than we have in the past decade.

TRASH? TRAPPED.

In the first of its kind in the state of Arizona, the Santa Cruz River team
installed a litter trap in Camp Little Park, Nogales. This addition was
made possible because of our partnership with Constellation Brands
Inc., the City of Nogales, and Santa Cruz County. Designed and installed
by StormWater Systems of Georgia, this exciting new addition to the
Santa Cruz River will aid in the multi-year study of trash in the river. We
have wildlife cameras monitoring this site so that we can see how flows
affect the trash trap, when the trap needs to be cleaned out, and we will
have a visual on the efficacy of this trap as we strategize for additional
installments along the Santa Cruz River. This trap is designed to float
and direct trash towards the center, while the bottom and sides are
detached to allow wildlife to easily maneuver around it.

Seeking Watershed Coordinator & Planning WE ARE HIRING - GROWING WATER SMART &

Lead For Santa Cruz Watershed Collaborative

The Santa Cruz Watershed Collaborative (SCWC), is a group of more
than 40 government and non-government partners working
together to ensure a healthy urban watershed with flowing rivers
and streams. Visit SantaCruzWatershedCollaborative.net to see the
full job post and application instructions.

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION POSITIONS

We are hiring! If you are or know of someone who is a great fit for
Sonoran Institute and a great addition to our Growing Water
Smart Team or Finance and Administration Team encourage

them to apply here.



https://www.sonoraninstitute.org/donations/
https://sonoraninstitute.org/events/colorado-growing-water-smart-workshop/
https://sonoraninstitute.org/donations/
https://sonoraninstitute.org/membership/
http://santacruzwatershedcollaborative.net/
https://sonoraninstitute.org/careers/

BECOME A SONORAN POST SPONSOR
EMAIL MELISSA AT
MCORDERO@SONORANINSTITUTE.ORG

BREWERY ALLIANCE FOR NATURE KICK-
OFF WITH MOTOSONORA!

We have partnered with Moto Sonora Brewing Co. to produce the Sonoran Institute
Mexican Lager! This is the first in our new initiative the Brewery Alliance for Nature,
where we are partnering with breweries in the Colorado River Basin to ensure
resilient water for the future of good brews. This limited-edition beer is only available
in the tap room, make sure to stop by and get some while supplies last and learn
about how these partnerships are strengthening communities and their connection
to the natural resources that sustain them.

SONORAN INSTITUTE
LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHT

Timothy Quinn,
Board Member

The Sonoran Institute is proud to welcome
our newest board member Dr. Timothy
Quinn. Tim spent more than 10 years as the
executive director of the Association of
California Water Agencies and over 20 years
as the Deputy General Manager of the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California. Over his career, he was at the center of every major water
management issue facing California, including the state’'s use of Colorado
River water, management of the Bay-Delta, and sustainable groundwater
management. After retiring fromm ACWA, Tim became a Landreth Visiting
Fellow at Stanford University,

Throughout his career, Tim has been committed to inclusive, collaborative
decision-making that leads to innovative policy decisions. He hopes to
continue that ethic on the Board of the Sonoran Institute. Tim earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in economics at the University of Colorado and a
Master's and Ph.D. degrees in economics at UCLA. Tim and his wife, Vivien, live
in Northern California and have four grown children and ten grandchildren.

SANTA CRUZ RIVER DRAGONFLY FESTIVAL

Santa Cruz River Dragonfly
Festival kicks off in September! r (\(\

This month of celebrating a key

indicator species brings the SANTA ERUZ
communities along Santa Cruz RIVER

together to learn and connect : Sept 23-30 - Craft a Dragonfly
with the natural environment. In DHAGUNFLY FESTIVAL Pima G/ 80 CCTAies
partnership with Pima County, the SEPTEMBER 2024 e
University of Arizona, Mission Sept 28 - Guided Dragonly Tours
Gardens and more we're proud to ES Sy a3
announce that the activities this "’:;':h;g':f‘::':'s'a:::';?:i“im
month have doubled since last e
year. Check out all the ways to
learn and register today!

Sept 18 - Bugs and Brews
Playground Bar & Lounge
Sept 19 - Dragonflies: Their Lives
Before Adulthood
Virtual presentation
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9 ‘m Interested in becoming a sponsor for the Dragonfly Festival?
o Contact Melissa Cordero (520) 505-0034 | mcordero@sonoraninstitute.org

A MESSAGE
FROM CEO
MIKE ZELLNER

Happy New Fiscal Year! In 2025, the Sonoran Institute celebrates
35 years since its founding, and we certainly have come a long,
long way. Our community-based approach to conservation has
proven a successful model. The idea is that connecting people
and communities with nature leads to the long-term
stewardship of our precious natural resources. When we
brought this model to the United States in 1990, it was shiny and
new. Now, it's accepted as the bedrock of best practices.

The results speak for themselves. Thanks to our local
partnerships, we expect the Colorado River to connect to the sea
for more continuous days this year than it has in the past
decade. And like the Colorado River Delta, Sonoran Institute has
taken the Santa Cruz River from a ghost river to living river in
less than two decades. Further North, Sonoran Institute is
Growing Water Smart with coommunities across to Colorado,
Arizona, California, and the US/Mexico border to build resilience
and provide tools for a better tomorrow.

And there is more to come this year. Our Growing Water Smart
program is delving deeper into measuring the impact of
community water and land-use strategies. On the Santa Cruz
River, we are innovating to let the water flow and capture trash.
And, in Mexicali, we are braving the summer heat to work side
by side with our commmunity partners to maintain trees and
irrigation systems.

We are proud to welcome to our Board of Directors, Tim Quinn.
Tim has been at the center of every major water management
issue facing California, including the state’s use of Colorado River
water, management of the Bay-Delta, and sustainable
groundwater management. Tim brings to us a commitment to
inclusive, collaborative decision-making that leads to innovative
policy decisions. With Tim adding to our board and staff
strength in collaboration, we are well-positioned to continue our
focus on community. This coommunity-based approach has
proven successful, most of all, because of our outstanding
communities and their leaders. We are grateful and privileged
to work with them to ensure that rivers flow, landscapes are
healthy, and all communities thrive.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug 22 Green Drinks Tucson Tucson, AZ

September Santa Cruz River Dragonfly Festival
Tucson, AZ

Sept 9-11 Colorado Growing Water Smart Workshop
Estes Park, CO

Sept 18 Bugs and Brews Tucson, AZ

Sept 19 Green Drinks Tucson Tucson. AZ

Sept 20 Colorado River District Annual Water
Seminar Grand Junction, CO

Dragonfly Festival Tours Tucson and
Marana, AZ

Sept 28

At Sonoran Institute, we believe that by connecting people and nature today, we can create a
positive future for all. We are dedicated to protecting and restoring the Colorado River Basin,
and to ensuring that our communities have access to the water they need to thrive. Join us in

our mission to create a sustainable future for the Colorado River Basin and beyond.
5049 E BROADWAY BLVD, SUITE 127 TUCSON, AZ 85711 | 520-290-0828 | SONORANINSTITUTE.ORG
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