
Healthy Lands, Resilient Economies, 
Vibrant Communities

The goal is a West where civil dialogue and collabora-
tion are hallmarks of decision making; people live in harmo-
ny with the land and wildlife; clean water and energy are
assured; and vibrant communities, resilient economies and
healthy lands reflect “a civilization to match the scenery,” 
as Western writer Wallace Stegner envisioned. The Sonoran
Institute, with the support of people who care about the
West, is working to bring this vision to reality.

Changes & Challenges: A Snapshot
Grizzlies. Saguaros. Iconic landscapes — Grand Canyon,

Rocky Mountains, Yellowstone. The West is mythical — a
land where many aspire to travel or live, whether in a mod-
ern city flanked by rugged wilderness or in a mountain town
with world-class skiing or fishing five minutes from work. But
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Creating “a Civilization to Match the Scenery” 
in Western North America

profound change is underway. We must be careful stewards 
of nature’s gifts or risk losing them.

Growth. Arizona, Nevada, Idaho, Colorado and Utah are
the fastest-growing states. Ranches and open space are giving
way to subdivisions. Homes and jobs are often far apart, and
streets are gridlocked. Many rural communities outgrow their
small-town character. Retirees also look south of the border
for affordable, resort-style living. Sources of energy and water
are strained.

Public Land. Nearly half of the West is public land.
Neighboring private development hampers wildlife migra-
tion. More off-road motorized vehicles damage resources 
that understaffed agencies cannot protect. Policies impede
public-land managers’ work with private landowners, tribes
and other jurisdictions, yet most threats arise outside 
public-land boundaries.

Laws & Policies. State and federal policies offer few incen-
tives and limited authority for communities to plan for
growth and protect their land, air and water. Poorly planned
development decreases property values and increases costs 
of infrastructure and services.

Energy. Parts of the West are in the grip of an energy boom.
When bust follows boom, communities have to pick up the
pieces. Many are unprepared for the impacts on their land,
water and social fabric.

Drought. Compounding these challenges, a prolonged
drought is evidenced by reduced mountain snow pack, falling
river levels, intense wildfires and expanding noxious weeds.

Changing Economy. Traditional industries no longer make 
a major contribution. Scenery, recreation and open space 
are the West’s new competitive advantage.

The challenges loom large, but they can be overcome.
We can make better decisions about how to develop our
communities and preserve the places and quality of life 
we cherish.

continued, p. 5

It’s not as exciting as restoring a wetland or leading a geotour. It’s not as satisfying as bringing cattlemen, conservationists, commissioners
and contractors together to work out a vision for their community. Planning doesn’t generate much adrenaline or many headlines. It does,
however, lay the groundwork for all that follows. Last summer the Sonoran Institute began planning for the next five to 10 years by
examining the West — its rapid growth, changing economy and much more. By June, we will have a new plan for best using our time,
energy, funding, skills and passion for this land. Here’s a sneak preview.
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Dear Friends,
If a person likes to stay busy, the

Sonoran Institute is an especially great
place to work. These pages let us share
with you just a small sample of what
we’re doing and where we’re doing it.

You’ll see a photo essay on page 3
about our work with the Kwapa people
in the Colorado River Delta, but it
doesn’t show what we do in the Delta
with other communities, local and 
federal governments, conservation
groups, research institutions and non-
governmental organizations. We 
restore wetlands, plant trees and organ-
ize cleanups. We promote geotours and
other sustainable local economic devel-
opment efforts. We contribute research
and advance policy recommendations.
We’re even helping build a camp that
will offer recreation, environmental 
education and restoration research
opportunities for locals and visitors.

Back in our offices, we’ve been
looking long and hard at challenges to
and opportunities for conservation and
prosperity in Western North America.
Pages 1 and 5 give a snapshot of our 
preliminary plans to make sure the Institute’s energy and resources are focused on 
the future – a future that begins now.

I hope the stories in WestWord whet your appetite for more information about
the Institute’s work, which you can find at www.sonoran.org or by contacting one of
our offices listed on this page. Even though we’re busy, we like to help you learn more
about how we work to inspire and enable decisions and policies that respect the land
and people of the West.

Luther Propst
Executive Director

Editor: Victoria Collier (vcollier@sonoran.org)
Design: Teri Reindl Bingham

Contributors: Joaquin Murrieta, John Shepard, Nina Jaeger,
Sarah Waring, Jennifer Barefoot, Jennifer Boyer, Whitney Tilt

Map: Erin Mock
Photos: Page 1: Sarah Studd  Page 2: Chris Mooney
Page 3: Joaquin Murrieta  Page 4: Rocky Mountain Front 
by Dave Wedum; John Day River by Ellen Bishop - Paleo
Lands Institute Page  5: Karen Hyun Page  6: Tim Crawford
Page  7: Marjo Curgus Page  8: Teton Science Schools (top)
by Mithun; BoDo (Boise Downtown) and Orchard Gardens
in Missoula by Brian Brush

U.S. Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords is
shown at the Sonoran Institute’s Faces of
Conservation awards event in March with
Institute Executive Director Luther Propst.
Speaking to the crowd of about 300 in Tucson,
Giffords praised “Americans taking responsibility
for our future,” saying they inspire and give
hope “that we will rise to the challenge of popu-
lation growth, economic development, water
resource management, and global warming.”
She also said “the Sonoran Institute’s collabora-
tive approach to conservation and development
is critical. …Congress could learn a lot from the
principles that the Institute lives by.” 

The Sonoran Institute promotes community decisions 
that respect the land and people of the West
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The People at the 
End of the River

Shortly before the depleted Colorado River disappears into 
the Gulf of California, it passes through the land of the native
Cocopah in the U.S. and the Cucapá in Mexico. Together the 
two tribes are called the Kwapa or “river people.” They have seen
their long relationship with the river seriously impacted by the
reduction of the Colorado Delta’s wetlands and riparian habitat.
The Sonoran Institute works with the Kwapa and others in the
Delta and Upper Gulf region on restoration, conservation, 
economic development and policy reform.

For more information about the Sonoran Institute’s work with the Kwapa, e-mail Joaquin@sonoran.org.

Chaquira beadwork is a traditional handicraft of the Kwapa. Now 
that tradition is helping rid the area of invasive salt cedar trees. As the
Kwapa and the Sonoran Institute remove non-native plants, the trees
have become a new source of material for the beadwork, which is 
finding new markets in the U.S. and Mexico.

The Kwapa are mapping the community’s knowledge
and perspective of their environment, history and tradi-
tions with assistance from the Sonoran Institute. The
tribes will use the completed map in their educational
programs and to promote conservation, understanding
and respect for the region’s land and culture.

Kwapa youths perform traditional music for geotourists
exploring the Delta with the Institute’s partner, La Ruta
de Sonora. La Ruta tours visit cultural and natural sites,
support local economies and promote responsible
tourism in the Sonoran Desert region.
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The John Day River in north-
central Oregon is the second-
longest free-flowing river in 

the continental United States (the
Yellowstone is the longest). It supports
abundant fish as it winds through 
scenic, pristine country proposed 
for wilderness designation. 

Scenery, outdoor recreation and
other natural assets are important for
the region’s prosperity. Alex Phillips,
the Sonoran Institute’s John Day field
coordinator, is collaborating with
organizations and local leaders to 
integrate protection of the river with
local economic aspirations. 

Our John Day partners include: 
the Bureau of Land Management,
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs,
several state agencies, local govern-
ments, John Day Basin Trust, Oregon
Natural Deserts Association, Sustain-
able Northwest, The Nature Conser-
vancy, and the Wild Salmon Center.

Alex is one of two new Institute
field coordinators promoting long-term

conservation and prosperity in special
places. After working with residents of
Montana’s Rocky Mountain Front for
the past few years, the Institute hired
local citizen leader Corlene Martin in
January as our field coordinator there. 

Along the Front, a rural area with
miles of open space, spectacular views
and wild lands, the Institute advocates
a solid land-use planning foundation
and community visions that incorpo-
rate conservation. 

Corlene works with communities on
the Front, each with a set of challenges
related to growth and economic vitality.
We are helping Choteau design a city
growth policy, while in Dupuyer and
Augusta the focus is on water issues and
economic development opportunities.

The Institute studied the region’s
economic strengths and weaknesses and
made recommendations for businesses
and communities in this place where
prosperity and quality of life are inextri-
cably linked to conservation of its 
natural assets. This research is the basis

for ongoing public education about 
agriculture, geo-tourism and community
development. 

The Institute also works collabora-
tively in the area to complement the
efforts of other organizations, such as
The Nature Conservancy and The
Wilderness Society. With the National
Parks Conservation Association and
National Geographic Society, we are
identifying the shared values of the
Crown of the Continent region, 
including the Rocky Mountain Front. 

FIELD REPORTS:
Oregon and Montana



A Strong Record & A Big Vision
For 17 years the Sonoran Institute

has been bringing together people with
diverse interests and perspectives —
local officials, civic and business leaders,
ranchers and other landowners, conser-
vation groups, developers, public land
managers and engaged citizens — to
forge enduring solutions to the chal-
lenges of growth and change.

To this day our conservation work 
is informed by and supports local efforts.
We use a full range of land-use strate-
gies, from outright protection to manag-
ing growth to integrating conservation
into development. We demonstrate how
conservation and planning are keys to
prosperity and quality of life. We help
communities agree on growth plans that
preserve their natural and cultural assets.
In innovative partnerships, we train
local leaders across the West.

From railroads and dams to public
lands, the West has been home to big
ideas. Now is the time for another — 
an ambitious, inclusive vision of healthy
lands, clean water, sustainable energy,
resilient economies, and vibrant com-
munities committed to conservation.

Making the Vision a Reality
To meet the challenges of the

changing West, the Sonoran Institute
will focus on public lands, growth,
water, energy and climate change —
core issues that define how the region
grows and changes. We will expand and
deepen our work in two principal ways:
• Apply the full range of our expertise

and conservation approaches to long-
term Legacy Projects in four Western
landscapes (see map).

• To help Western cities, counties and
public land managers obtain the tools,
authority and funds to better manage
growth and protect our natural her-
itage, we will work to inform and
reform state and federal policy by:

- Understanding and communicat-
ing what growth means in the
West – researching drivers of growth,
future growth scenarios, and how 
conservation and land-use planning
benefit economies.

- Building coalitions for change – 
nurturing diverse leaders and organiz-
ing them into broad coalitions that
value and advance land and water
conservation and planning.

- Advocating for reforms – sharing
information about obstacles to and
incentives for effective conservation
and land use planning; recommending
policies that support collaboration
across jurisdictions; conveying a vision
where prosperity, quality of life and
conservation go hand-in-hand.

- Expanding our geographic 
presence — from current offices in
Arizona, Montana, Colorado and Baja
California to offices in all eight inter-
mountain states and Sonora, Mexico.
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SUN CORRIDOR
One of the fastest–growing areas; more
than 10 million people by 2030; mostly
desert. 
Strategies: Work to create —
• world-class model sustainable desert city
• commuter rail between Phoenix &

Tucson
• extensive network of conservation lands
• state policies to preserve remaining

rivers

The Sonoran Institute is launching four keystone initiatives to tackle Western challenges, positively influence
other areas, and enrich communities and lands that future generations will want to enjoy and protect. 

Project boundaries are preliminary

L E G A C Y P R O J E C T S

TOP OF THE ROCKIES
Vast public lands; adjacent private land development threatens wildlife corridors
& fire management; growing communities.
Strategies: Help communities —
• shape growth to allow wildlife and humans to coexist 
• collaborate with public land managers to plan smart growth and economic

development around natural and cultural assets 
• protect open spaces, scenery, small-town character, wild lands

ENERGY HEARTLAND
Unprecedented oil and gas develop-
ment; communities face ruined land-
scapes, “busted” economies. 
Strategies: Help communities —
• understand, minimize oil and gas

development impacts
• pursue cleaner, more reliable energy
• declare independence from conven-

tional energy 
• become leaders in energy sustainability

COLORADO RIVER DELTA/UPPER GULF
Important wetland, stopover for birds on Pacific
Flyway; source of water for Upper Gulf; good
potential for restoration; bi-national agreements
needed. Gulf coast slated for resort development.  
Strategies: 
• scale up model restoration projects
• work with tribes and other local communities

to realize sustainable economic development
• work to ensure coastal development protects

environmentally sensitive areas and creates
local economic opportunities

CIVILIZATION  continued from page 1



“Poorly planned growth”
motivates donor’s action

Tim Crawford has seen a lot of change in the 30-plus
years he has lived in the Rocky Mountain West, and he is
not sanguine about all of it. “I’ve seen the ravages of poorly
planned growth in Utah, Idaho and Montana. I feel it chases
me wherever I go.”  

Living in Gallatin County, Montana, for more than 20
years, Tim has been doing his part to protect agricultural open
space and the recreational values he cherishes. He has placed
significant acreage under conservation easement and has been
a dedicated philanthropist in the conservation community.

Tim supports the Sonoran Institute and its community-
based approach to helping communities grow in a way that pro-
tects quality of life, nature and culture. “The Institute is realistic about growth and wants to see it done right… to ensure 
that growth leaves recreational and renewable resources for the future,” he says.

While discouraged about the failure of streamside setback legislation in the Montana Legislature this session, Tim feels
confident that the Institute’s work can help mitigate the impacts of unfettered development along Montana’s fabled waterways. 

Tim Crawford Enterprises is a diverse business that includes a downtown building, several ranches, and commercial 
photography. Tim’s signature landscape photos are featured in environmental publications across the region,
including the Institute’s. His passions include bird and deer hunting. 

Tim believes “it is a privilege to be able to give to the community.” The Sonoran Institute is privileged to
count him as a loyal supporter.
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C O R P O R A T E ,  F O U N D A T I O N ,  G O V E R N M E N T  &  N O N P R O F I T  S U P P O R T

FOUNDATION & GRANT SUPPORT • Anonymous Foundation (1)  • Argosy Foundation • Arizona Community Foundation • George Binney Conservation Fund • Brainerd Foundation • L. P. Brown
Foundation  • Bullitt Foundation  • Virginia Wellington Cabot Fund • Camp-Younts Foundation • Carney Family Foundation • Christensen Fund • Liz Claiborne & Art Ortenberg Foundation • Clark
Family Foundation • Community Foundation of Jackson Hole - Thursday Roundtable Fund • Community Foundation of Southern Arizona - Margaret Zube Fund • Dokken Family Foundation •
Donors Trust, Inc.  • Doris Duke Charitable Foundation • Earth Friends • Environmental Fund for Arizona • Fanwood Foundation • Flora Family Foundation  • Gates Family Foundation  • Stephen &
Diana Goldberg Foundation  • William and Flora Hewlett Foundation • Ishiyama Foundation • V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation • J.M. Kaplan Fund  • Henry P. Kendall Foundation • LaSalle Adams
Fund  • David M. Leuschen Foundation • Steven Leuthold Family Foundation • John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation  • Maki Foundation • Mattlin Foundation  • McCune Charitable
Foundation • Giles W. & Elise G. Mead Foundation • Mountain Sky Guest Ranch Fund  • M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust • National Fish & Wildlife Foundation • National Forest Foundation • New
York Community Trust • New York Times Company Foundation • North Star Foundation • Northern Environmental Support Trust • Gilman Ordway 1993 Charitable Lead Trust • Orton Family
Foundation • David & Lucile Packard Foundation • Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust • David Rockefeller Fund • Rockefeller Foundation • Homer A. & Mildred S. Scott Foundation  • Sopris
Foundation • George B. Storer Foundation, Inc. • Surdna Foundation • Tides Foundation - Kendeda Fund • Tides Foundation-Silver Salmon Fund • The Tinker Foundation, Inc. • Turner Foundation
• Vinaya Foundation • Wallace Global Fund • Walton Family Foundation • Weeden Foundation • Western Conservation Foundation • Windibrow Foundation • Wyss Foundation •  CORPORATE &
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT • American Conservation Real Estate • Lyle Anderson Development Co. • The Architecture Company • Arizona Raft Adventures & Grand Canyon Discovery • ARTI-
SAN, LLP • Bechtle-Slade PC • Blake Nursery • Brasher Real Estate • Bullis Creek Development Co. • Law Office of Bruce Burke • Burns Wald-Hopkins • Carondelet Health Network • Clarion
Associates of Colorado • Collins Planning Associates • Conservation Properties, Inc. • Coppersmith, Gordon, Schermer, Owens & Nelson • CTA Architects Engineers • The Dabney Company • D. A.
Davidson & Co. • DCS Photo, Inc. • Deep Freeze Development, LLC • Desert Hot Springs Rotary Club • DeVries CPAs • Diamond Ventures • DMB Associates, Inc. • Dorn Homes Inc. • Doucette
Contractors, LLC • Downtown Billings Partnership • Drake Engineering Inc. • Epic Rides • Farmers Investment Company • Jonathan L. Foote & Associates • Gelenberg Consulting & Publishing, LLC
• Gromatzky, Dupree & Associates • Harbor Mountain Properties • High Plains Architects, P.C. • homeWORD, Inc. • Horizon Pictures, Inc. • Rosana Ibarra Design Architect • iGive.com •
InteResources Planning • KB Home of Tucson, Inc. • Langlas & Associates • Lanning Architecture • Leon-Taylor Management, Inc. • Curtis Lueck & Associates • Mill District Partners, LLC • John
Wesley Miller Companies • Mission Peaks 4000, LLC • Mission Springs Development • Monsoon Marketing • Mountain Homes • Movin’ Forward Writing & Graphic Design • NewFields Companies
• Nicholson, Inc. • Partners for Strategic Action, Inc. • Pastiche Modern Eatery  • Patagonia, Inc. • Pheasant Farms, LLC • Phelps Dodge Corporation • Pinnacle Roofing • The Planning Center •
Porteen & Associates • Racy Associates, Inc. • Radius Associates • Rancho Sahuarita Management Company • Resolution Copper • Rio Development Company, LLC • Riverside Builders, Inc. • Sage
Landscape Architecture & Environmental, Inc. • Saguaro Ranch Real Estate Corporation • Sayler-Brown Bolduc Lara, LLC • David E. Shambach Architect, Inc. • Sidewinder Grill • The Solar Store •
Southern Arizona Home Builders Association • Southwest Solar • Southwestern Financial Partner • Squire, Sanders & Dempsey • Stauffer Bury, Inc. • Strategic Issues Management Group • Sundt
Corporation • Bil Taylor Associates • Tejon Ranch Corp. • The Temp Connection • Tohono O’odham Gaming Authority • Town West Realty • Trees for Mt. Lemmon • Tucson Electric Power • Twin
Buttes Properties, Inc. • Ken Wallace Consulting • WestLand Resources, Inc. • Wonderland Hill Development Co.  • GOVERNMENT & NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION SUPPORT • Arizona
Conservation Campaign • Arizona Native Plant Society • Arizona Zoological Society • Audubon Arizona • Bitterrooters for Planning • Campaign for America’s Wilderness • CICESE • Citizens for a
Better Flathead • City of Apache Junction • City of Tucson • Civil Dialogue • Clark Fork Coalition • Conserving Arizona’s Future • Cultural Exchange Services • Downtown Bozeman • Environmental
Defense • Flathead Lakers, Inc. • Fondo Mexicano Geotourism Baja • Gallatin Valley Land Trust • Greater Yellowstone Coalition • Island Press • Joshua Tree National Park Association • LaRuta de
Sonora Ecotourism Association • Lincoln Institute of Land Policy • Montana Association of Conservation Districts • Montana Audubon • Montana Environmental Information Center • Montana
Human Rights Network • Montana Wildlife Federation • National Geographic Society • National Parks Conservation Association • Northern Plains Resource Council • Open Space Alliance of Central
Yavapai • Park County Environmental Council • Pima County • Plan Helena • Pronatura-Sonora • Santa Lucia Conservancy • Sonoita Crossroads Community Forum • Sonora Office of Tourism •
Superstition Area Land Trust • The MBA-Nonprofit Connection • The Nature Conservancy • Town of Sahuarita • U. S. Air Force • U. S. Army Yuma Proving Ground • U. S. Bureau of Land
Management • U. S. National Park Service • University of Arizona • University of
Colorado • Wilderness Land Trust • Wyoming Wilderness Association

IT’S A GOOD TIME TO SUPPORT HEALTHY LANDS & COMMUNITIES IN THE WEST!
The Kendeda Fund for Sustainability of the Tides Foundation is matching gifts 

to the Sonoran Institute from first-time donors, dollar-for-dollar.

Tim Crawford’s activities include supporting the Sonoran Institute and
taking landscape photos, such as this one of cottonwoods in a spring
twilight in Gallatin County, Montana.



Community “Energized” After Institute Visit
This e-mail arrived after the Sonoran Institute’s Marjo

Curgus visited Greenough, Montana, in February to help 
residents create a vision for their community.

Thank you,
Sonoran Institute!! A
quick note to thank you
so much for sending
Marjo to Greenough this
past Saturday! Our little
community (about 160)
is spread out over 120
square miles around the
confluence of the
Blackfoot and Clearwater rivers in Missoula County and, as you
can imagine, represents a wide range of personalities/wealth/non-
wealth/ideas/experiences. She allowed for us to finally come together
for some much-needed, constructive dialog. 

I can’t tell you how much animosity and distrust she cut
through – for almost six weeks prior there were people who were
vehemently opposed to the Sonoran Institute facilitating in
Greenough (just some wacko-enviro group to tell me what I should
do with my land), but when Marjo left I got a phone call from a pre-
vious naysayer gushing, asking how soon Sonoran could be back. 

I sound like a damn commercial, but the community vision day
was a huge success. Also, I can’t say enough about Marjo’s energy
and vitality – her toughness and humor were perfect for this crowd.

The community feels energized and excited; thank you for pro-
viding us with this opportunity. We’re looking forward to learning
how Sonoran can be more involved in our future. This is a special
time in Missoula County – I feel like we’re on the verge of accom-
plishing something great.  

Juanita Vero

Welcome and Farewell to Board Members
Retired attorney Richard R. (Dick) Thweatt has joined

the Sonoran Institute Board of Directors. He was with the
Montana Departments of Environmental Quality and State
Lands from 1986 to 2001 and has served as secretary for the
planned growth group, Plan Helena. He volunteers for the
Prickly Pear Land Trust to protect open space in three
Montana counties and has a limited pro bono practice in 
land-use law. Dick and his wife Suzanne live in Helena.

After nine years of first-rate service to the Sonoran
Institute, Andy Gordon of Phoenix and Susan Heyneman 
of Fishtail, Montana, completed their terms on the board 
in March.

Water in the West

“How To” Report: Unprecedented demand for groundwater
across the West is adversely impacting rivers and streams. A
new Sonoran Institute report, Sustainable Water Management:
Guidelines for Meeting the Needs of People and Nature in the 
Arid West, explores the relationship between groundwater and
surface water and proposes a framework for sustainable water
management. The report applies the framework to three case
studies in Arizona – the San Pedro, Santa Cruz, and Verde
rivers – and recommends water-management policies to allow
this arid state to grow and develop while protecting important
river systems.

Watershed Training: Powell Planning, a new Sonoran
Institute training designed for watershed groups, is named 
after John Wesley Powell who advocated aligning county juris-
dictions and human settlements with watershed boundaries
during the settlement of the West. The first Powell Planning
hosted 60 participants on 11 watershed teams for three days 
in Montana in March. Twenty instructors and staff explained
basic watershed science, land-use planning tools, integrating
land use and water management, legal issues, community
involvement, and crafting a shared vision.

Congress Hears About Evolving West
Sonoran Institute Executive Director Luther Propst 

testified at an oversight hearing on the “Evolving West” before
the U. S. House of Representatives Committee on Natural
Resources in February. The Institute’s research about growth,
economic trends, and the link between prosperity and 
protected lands informed his talking points. 

New On-line Library Aids Public Land Collaboration
On March 15 the Sonoran Institute and the National

Forest Foundation launched the Western Collaboration
Assistance Network (WestCAN) resource library at
www.WestCANhelp.org. The site provides free, easy access 
to hundreds of documents offering tools, guides, research, 
lessons learned and best practices to help community members
and public agencies involved in collaboration on public-lands
issues. WestCAN also offers “nuts and bolts” technical 
assistance and links people through a peer-to-peer network.
Questions, comments and feedback can be addressed to 
whitney@sonoran.org

Venturing Beyond Trust Lands
The Sonoran Institute/Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

Joint Venture is reviewing ideas generated at a March round-
table with land-use and growth-management experts from across
the country. To broaden its focus in the West beyond state trust
lands, the Joint Venture is considering researching spillover
effects of growth in adjacent counties, economic drivers of
growth, and metrics and indicators for land conservation success,
plus developing regional profiles of demographic change.
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To learn more about these stories and others, visit sonoran.org

A R O U N D  T H E  W E S T  . . .

in a word
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Resourceful architects and developers are designing and
building a new West that honors the region’s traditional
designs and patterns of growth. They enhance structures with
energy efficiency and environmentally friendly materials, 
create communities that are walkable and affordable, and
involve the community in planning projects.

In words and colorful pictures, Building from the Best of the
Northern Rockies documents, celebrates and encourages new
developments that embody this vision. The book features 37
case studies of innovative design, building, planning and devel-
opment in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. It was published in
April by the Sonoran Institute’s Northern Rockies office in
Bozeman in partnership with Montana State University.

The case studies include in-town projects like BoDo (Boise
Downtown); urban edge projects such as the McCauley Butte
Master Plan on the outskirts of Missoula; and rural projects,
including Teton Science Schools’ Jackson Campus in Wyoming.

This publication communicates ideas for industry profes-
sionals, key decision makers and citizens in three primary 
sections. Identification of “best practices” addresses issues 
from project planning, design and location to energy efficiency,
affordability and environmental sensitivity. The case studies
demonstrate the application of best practices. Finally, the 
book recommends policy reforms to remove barriers to — and
provide incentives for — applying best practices.
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