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In this edition of the Sonoran Post, we work on education, we plant seeds of hope through education, community
building and investing in a resilient tomorrow You can be involved by sharing our work and donating today!

INCOMING: SUMMER PRODUCE

In mid-May we welcomed the last group of visitors at
Laguna Grande for the last Sdbado Familiar before
summer. Families birdwatched, hiked and kayaked,
leaving happy and eager to return when we reopen in
the fall.
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Over the past three months, we have been hosting
gardening and composting workshops in the Misién
del Angel section for our Mexicali Fluye restoration
project. Gardening workshops have been held with
Maestro Saul Elizondo and Aristeo Gutiérrez and
community members are about to finish their course
and already have produce ready to harvest in the
urban garden.

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLISHINGS

We are excited to share that Sonoran Institute staff have published a paper
about the Growing Water Smart program and GWS community outcomes in
the academic journal Water! The article, titled “Growing Water Smart:
Advancing Water Resilience Through Collaborative Integration of Water
Resources Management and Land Use Planning” dives into Growing Water
Smart's unique approach to addressing water scarcity by integrating water and
land use planning, and shares three case studies of collaborative water
resilience that resulted from the program in the San Luis Valley of Colorado, the
A o vt rss Verde Watershed in Arizona, and between the sister cities of Douglas, Arizona
whis and Agua Prieta, Sonora along the US-Mexico border. Successes in each of
these communities point to the value of the Growing Water Smart program in
creating the dedicated time and space for local governments to create action
plans for water resilience, which are creating tangible impacts across the
Southwestern US and Northern Mexico.
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This paper is published in a special issue of Water, titled “Working Across
Borders to Address Water Scarcity.”

New Mexico ~Paranain

EXPANDING RIVER RESEARCH

With support from the Santa Cruz Valley National Heritage
Area (SCVNHA), we launched a macroinvertebrate study to
inform future Living River reports and the September
Dragonfly Festival. In partnership with SCVNHA and
researchers at the University of Arizona, this study will help

assess the ecological condition of the Santa Cruz River and
its tributaries in the Nogales Reach.
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We completed two WIFA-funded studies for the Nogales
reach of the Santa Cruz River Management Plan and an
accompanying economic study. The studies create a major,
once-in-a-generation opportunity to justify and implement
restoration opportunities in this reach of the river. Reports
will be posted on the Sonoran Institute website once final
links are available.
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PATHWAYS AND CORRIDORS

This spring, our Santa Cruz River team partnered with our Growing
Water Smart team on “Pathways and Corridors,” a Santa Cruz
County-funded effort to identify and develop sustainable ecotourism
economies in the Santa Cruz River corridor. This partnership
involved collecting feedback from local and regional stakeholders in
two workshops, one virtual and one in person, to explore
opportunities to improve or increase connectivity between wildlife
corridors, trails, and green spaces along the I-19 corridor. This
feedback will be used by Santa Cruz County to prioritize ecotourism
opportunities in the region.

Our hope is that through these workshops, Santa Cruz County and
the towns within it are able to enhance their cultural, ecological, and
overall social impacts for their communities and the wildlife that
shares their use of the Santa Cruz River.

SONORAN INSTITUTE
LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHT:
Juan Carlos Munoz

Juan Carlos Mufioz is a field manager for
the Colorado River Delta Program,
originally from Hermosillo, Sonora. Since
he was little his family encouraged
outdoor activities such as camping, which
led him to study ecology to better
understand his environment. He is
passionate about working with wildlife. His
favorite activities connect him to the
outdoors - like camping and fishing, where
he can spend time in nature in a way that
brings a sense of peace. Juan Carlos enjoys
traveling and seeing new places, mainly
taking trips by motorcycle and with
friends.

A MESSAGE
FROM CEO
MIKE ZELLNER

As we move into the summer season, | am proud to reflect
on the many accomplishments and collaborations that
have strengthened our communities, restored vital
ecosystems, and advanced water resilience across the
region.

In May, we welcomed families to Laguna Grande for our
final Sadbado Familiar before the summer break. Visitors
enjoyed birdwatching, hiking, and kayaking, leaving with
memorable experiences and a renewed connection to
nature. We look forward to welcoming them back in the
fall.

Community engagement continues to be at the heart of
our work. Through the Mexicali Fluye restoration project,
participants in our gardening and composting workshops
are completing their training and preparing to harvest
produce from the urban garden they helped create. These
efforts demonstrate how environmental restoration and
community well-being can grow together.

We are also pleased to celebrate the publication of a new
peer-reviewed article highlighting the success of our
Growing Water Smart program. The paper showcases
how collaborative planning between water management
and land-use decision-making is helping commmunities
across the Southwest United States and Northern Mexico
build lasting water resilience.

Along the Santa Cruz River, important milestones were
reached this spring, including the completion of two
major studies that create a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to advance restoration in the Nogales Reach.
New partnerships and stakeholder engagement efforts
are also helping shape sustainable ecotourism
opportunities that benefit local cormmunities while
enhancing wildlife connectivity.

Finally, | would like to recognize the dedication of team
members like Juan Carlos Mufioz, whose passion for
ecology and conservation reflects the spirit of our
organization. Together, we continue building a future
where healthy rivers, thriving communities, and resilient
landscapes are interconnected and enduring.

UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE 18 Green Drinks Tucson, Tucson AZ

JULY 16 Growing Water Smart Peer to Peer

Network Webinar, anywhere online

JULY 16 Green Drinks Tucson, Tucson AZ

AUG 20 Green Drinks Tucson, Tucson AZ

SEPTEM Dragonfly Festival, Pima and Santa
BER Cruz County, AZ

At Sonoran Institute, we believe that by connecting people and nature today, we can create a
positive future for all. We are dedicated to protecting and restoring the Colorado River Basin,
and to ensuring that our communities have access to the water they need to thrive. Join us in

our mission to create a sustainable future for the Colorado River Basin and beyond.
5049 E BROADWAY BLVD, SUITE 127 TUCSON, AZ 85711 | 520-290-0828 | SONORANINSTITUTE.ORG
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